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According to the Population Reference Bureau, more people will be added to the world's population
in the 1990s than in any previous decade. The Washington-based Bureau is an independent
educational organization specialized in global and US demographics. Carl Haub, one of three
authors of the Bureau's World Population Data Sheet, said, "Demographers project that, even with
declines in birth rates in some developing countries, about 97 million people will be added (to the
global population) each year" in the 1990s. According to Data Sheet, the one billion persons to
join the global population this decade is equal to the entire world population 200 years ago. The
annual increase is equivalent to Mexico's current population. Fertility in many developed countries,
including the US and Sweden, has begun to increase after a long period of decline. Meanwhile, the
fertility rate in Japan and Ireland continues to drop. The lowest fertility rate by country is found in
Italy, where the average is 1.3 children per woman in a lifetime. Rwanda (East Africa) is believed to
have the world's highest rate, or 8.3 children per woman. (Basic data from Xinhua, 04/26/90)
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